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    PRESIDENT‟S REPORT                 

 

 

Presidents Report July 2020 

It has been a long while since I have written anything and this is to let as many Members as possible 

know about the happenings regarding our Club. 

We have started back under the Government Rules and Regulations which will hopefully keep us safe 

from the Virus and affecting our members and their families .The Lathes and equipment have been 

spaced out  and We would ask for all of you to follow the social distancing rules for everyone’s 

protection. 

Those that haven’t been to see the Club since it has been given a facelift such as painting & cleaning, 

you will notice the great improvement externally as well as internally and I am sure everyone will like to 

keep it that way. If you don’t want to turn just come for a while and see for yourself what has been 

done. 

The kitchen supplies have had to be changed to single serves to hopefully prevent virus spreading due to 

everyone handling the same food, coffee, Milk etc. Please don’t bring any of these with you. 

 The number of chairs currently placed around the lunch table, have been reduced to maintain 

separation so we will have to talk to each other from a distance. 

Probably because of the isolation we have at the moment quite a few new Membership Applications 

and enquiries about classes. These have been coming in as people are looking for a different outlook for 

their time off and we welcome them all. 

  The Demonstrations we do are still at a standstill and won’t be on again until this virus is brought to a 

closure which doesn’t help our Charity but it’s better to be safe than sorry.   Can you continue to make 

bowls etc for we will need them down the track when everything gets back to “normal”. 

Bunnings had us down for a barbecue on 1st August but they had to cancel because of the upsurge in the 

Virus and we don’t know when they will be on again.   When they do can we have a good roll up as 

everything earned goes back to improve the Club. 

We have given thought about our A.G.M. and Monthly Meetings but with the current Government 

Restrictions, and others in the pipeline it has been felt that we can’t go ahead with them at the moment 

but as soon as things clear up then we can continue forward with them.   Until then let’s accept the 

situation and wait till things are more open as we do not make the rules. Please see pages 7- 9 for the 

new Covid Rules that now apply to our Club 

Stay Safe and Stay Well 

Kind Regards Bob Young President 

 

. 
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 Club Committee 
 

President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Ian Frith and 
Steven Attard 
 
Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Les Coombes 

Grants Officer & Membership  

Secretary: Raymond Saich 

Catering Officer: Ian Frith 

Librarian: Rod Brown 
 
Editor: David Searle 
searleds77@bigpond.com 
 
Assistant Editor: Fiona Deane 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwan 

lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au 
 
Training Co-ordinator:Greg Sheath 

Breed Co-ordinator Les Coombes 

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod 

Brown Alan Phelps,Ron Devine. Greg 

Sheath and Rob Stewart. 

Shop Managers: 
Les Coombes and Bob Young 
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews,  
Graham Dawes (JP), Bob Young, 
Steve Attard and Ron Devine. 
 
Welfare Officer: Robert Stewart 
robandgailhotmail.com 
 

If you have any suggestions or 

information concerning the club 

please contact any of the above 

committee members. 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Trading Hours 
 

Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 4pm     $5 

Friday Nights:  5pm – 9pm        $3 
 
 
Saturday Turning  
3

rd
 Saturday of Month 

 

9am – 3pm                         $5 

Contact: Les Coombes – 0404 001 
562 
 
 
Ladies Day – 2

nd
 Saturday $5 

 
Contact: Anna Dawes – 9638 6995 
tandawes@optusnet.com.au 
 
 
Maxi Day – 3

rd
 Sunday 

From 11:00am    $6 
(Lunch included)   
 

 
 
March 15th 2020 Maxi Day will be 
Anna Dawes who will be 
demonstrating turning Square 
Bowls . 

 
 

This will be followed by Show and 
Tell. 

 

 
 

C l u b  
M e e t i n g s  

 
Second Tuesday of the 

month 7pm 
 

 

 

 

Thanks to Michelle 
Rowland MP, the 

Member for 
Greenway, for her 
continued support 
which includes the 

printing of this 
newsletter 

 

 

 

Shop Trading 
Hours 

 
Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

    12:45 – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm 

See Les Coombes or Bob 

Young for more details 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items 

available  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
FOR SALE 

 
Members don’t forget we have a lot 

of Cherry, Sapele, Walnut, 
European Oak and Alder bench 

tops for sale at the club! 
 

FREE CORIAN 
 

White -12mm and 20mm thick         
Black - 12mm thick  

Gray- 12mm thick 

 
Pens wanted for the Australian 

Troops overseas 
 

We are supporting our troops 
overseas if you have any spare 
pens you would like to donate 

please give them to the Convener 
on the day. 

 

mailto:searleds77@bigpond.com
mailto:lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au


 
 
 
 
 

3 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Library 
                                       
                                           Library Report 
 

We have an extensive Library available to members on all aspects of woodturning and woodwork. These items 
are available for borrowing for maximum of a month at no charge. 

Please see the Convenor of the day/night. 

 

Happy   Birthday 
 

Happy Birthday to all our members since 
April 2020 

 As the Club has been closed since April  
set out on page 12 of the  newsletter is a 

list of birthdays up to and including 
 August 2020. 
 
We hope you have a great day with many 

more to come. 
 

             New Members 
 

Welcome to all our new members 

this month. We hope your stay is 

both long and rewarding 

 

Miss Joyleen Clapham 6
th
 July 2020 

Upcoming Events 
 
 All events have been cancelled until further notice as a result 

of the Covid 19 Pandemic. 

 
 
 
 
 
MEMBERS – WE REALLY NEED MORE CHARITY 
BOWLS! So PLEASE make as many as you can! 
 

 

Welfare 
 

It’s always nice to get a card from 
the members of the club when you 

are sick at home or in hospital. 

If you are aware of any members or 
their family who are sick or in 
hospital please tell the welfare 

officer Rob Stewart or any member 
of the Committee. 

 

 
MENTORING REPORT 

 
Our Student Mentoring program starts again in Term 3 if 
you would like to be a mentor, please see Les Coombes. 

 
All mentors need to have a working with Children approval. 

If you have done yours please check it is still valid or to 
apply visit  

 

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-
working-children-check 

 

                                     Club Charity 
Mount Druitt Hospital Children’s Ward 
We very much appreciate all the work members have done to 
make  
and sell charity bowls. 

 
 These are a very popular item at our demonstration days and  

We need lots more charity bowls please for this very 
worthy Cause. 
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       Members Welfare 

Unfortunately as the Club has been closed we have been unable to meet to advise the Welfare Officer of 

any members who may have been ill or have been in Hospital.  Please be aware that our thoughts are 

with you and your families and wish you all a speedy recovery. 

 

 

BLACKTOWN SHOW 2020  

Congratulations to John Caruana, Lawrence Mifsud, Andy Tappouras, George Hulme on their 

achievements in show where the level of competition is continually increasing.. The quality of the 

entries have been getting better over the years with a number of sections allowing for diversification and 

a challenge worthy of testing your ability, it would be good to see more members participate in future as 

we do great work.  Eddie C. 
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Blacktown Show Exhibits 2020 
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Covid -19  Requirements 

To keep our members safe we have to comply with NSW Health directives and state legislation. In 

order to do this the committee have used documentation provided by both NSW Health and the Men‟s 

Shed to prepare a Re-Opening Master Plan. This document details club management and individual 

responsibilities. A complete copy of the Master Plan is on the club website and will be available at the 

club. Please understand the various restrictions were not “dreamed up” by the committee. They are 

what we are required to do to protect the health of members and to ensure the club will pass any 

inspection by the Police. We do not want to risk members or the club being fined and/or the club 

being forced to close. 

It is important that you read, understand and accept your responsibilities before you decide to 

attend the club. The maximum number of people allowed in the club at any one time is 15. 

GENERAL 

 If you are uncomfortable or feel unsafe coming to the Club, then please stay away. You are 

under no obligation to attend. Remember we are a vulnerable group & you are no less a 

member for not attending. 

 If you have flue like symptoms , then please stay at home & consider getting  COVID test 

 If you test positive to a COVID test, then please inform a Committee Member as soon as 

possible. 

 Please do everything you can to comply with the guidelines& ,if you see another member not 

complying remind them politely. 

 If a member asks you to do something to comply with these provisions, please try to 

  Co-operate. 

 There will be no provision of food. Please bring any food you require for your personal 

consumption. 

 Please consider using the Covid Safe App. 

ON ARRIVAL 

 The only point of entry is via the front (Northcott Road) door. A table has been placed outside 

the front door with Instructions. Please read and follow them. 

 Hand Sanitizer has been placed on the table .Please use before entering. 

 Please fill in the daily attendance sheet before you enter. This document is mandatory and 

is important record that may be required for contact tracing. 

 On entering please ensure that the number of people in the main area does not exceed 

the permitted limit of 15 Persons. If this number  is exceeded, then you or someone else 

must leave immediately. 

IN THE CLUB 

 Limits have been placed on the maximum number of people allowed in each area. Please 

comply, because it is an offence to exceed these numbers. 

 Please try and & maintain a1.5 metre distance from other people&, where possible, try to 

limit being close to another person for no longer than 15 minutes. 

 If you are closer than 1.5 metres for than 15 minutes, then please consider wearing a mask, 

gloves or other personal protective equipment. 

 When you are in the Club the wearing of a mask is mandatory. No Mask No entry to the Club.  
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  Signage has been placed around the Club establishing limits on the number of people allowed in the 

various rooms and areas. Please observe these limits & do not enter an area if it would exceed the 

maximum permitted area 

 Please do not hang around the kitchen close to others. 

 The furniture has been configured & chairs moved to encourage distance compliance. Please do 

not move chairs or tables around that would compromise social distancing. 

 “Co-Mingling” is not acceptable. Each member should remain at their work position (unless 

using the amenities). Please do not stand alongside another member whilst he/she is working. 

 

HYGIENE 

 Everyone is expected to practice good hygiene& protect against infection& prevent the virus 

from spreading. Unless we observe these measures the Club will not be able to operate. 

 Please sanitize your hands before entering the kitchen. 

 Please do try & keep areas such as the kitchen& bathroom clean, tidy & hygienic. 

 Tea, Coffee and Sugar will be provided in sachets. Please select what you need carefully. 

 Please use your own cup .If you use plates and Cutlery please wash in hot soapy water. 

 Please try and avoid coughing over other people, & if you must cough do so into your arm or 

paper towel. 

 Disposable sanitizing wipes have been provided. Please use them to wipe down all tools or 

equipment before & after you use them. 

 Please try& keep the toilet and bathroom sink as clean as possible and sanitize appropriately. 

ON LEAVING 

 Please fill in the departure time on the daily attendance sheet as you leave. Consider hand 

sanitizing on departure. Exit is via the Diane Crescent Door. 

FINALLY 

 Yes, this all a bit of a .pain in the backside, unless we observe these measures, the Club will not 

be able to operate. 

 

Everyone must practice good hygiene to protect against infection and prevent the virus from  

spreading. Let‟s work together and try not to make this too hard. Remember the Club can be 

inspected at any time it is operating. 

 

IMPORTANT 

 

Any breaches of NSW Health Legislation may result in a personal fine for you and the Club. 

A number of Clubs that were found to be in breach of the requirements have been forcibly closed.. 
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MAXIMUM NUMBERS OF MEMBERS PERMITTED IN CLUB AREAS 
The club areas have been measured & the maximum number of people determined using this method 

Area / Room Floor area in square 

metres 

Max capacity Signage placement 

Kitchen  16.5 3persons At entrance to main door 

Main Area 46.5 10persons At entrance to area 

Office 7 1person On office door 

Bandsaw Room 10.4 2persons On wall in room 

Tool Store 7.7 2persons On door 

Garage - Woodstore 10 2 persons Inside of left-hand door 

Garage – Storeroom 8 1 person Inside of door 

Shop 3 1 person On door 

Under awning 60 10 persons On woodstore door 

 
Container 24 3persons On inside of door  

  persons  

Signage will be posted at the entrance to each area reminding members not to exceed the maximum capacities 

Application of 1.5 metre social distancing rule 

The NSW government, on its website, states: 
This means do not shake hands, or exchange physical greetings, & wherever possible, stay at least 1.5 metres away from 

others. It's also really important to practice good hygiene, especially after being in public places. Together we can help stop 

the spread & stay healthy. Visit health.gov.au to learn more. 

To ensure compliance directives have been issued to members to: 

1. Maintain a distance of 1.5 metres from others where possible. 

2. Minimise closer durations to a maximum of 15 minutes. 

3. When unable to comply with the above, use PPE such as masks etc. 

Signage 

Signage will be created & posted as identified in the above table. Templates for the signs to be produced are: 

 

Kitchen            Main Area                  Office 

Maximum People Permitted     Maximum People Permitted                   Maximum People Permitted 

                3     10                                        1                                        

Do Not Exceed                                       Do Not Exceed  Do Not Exceed  

 

Inside Club Premises            Garage Wood Store                 Under Awning Seating 

Maximum People Permitted    Maximum People Permitted                Maximum People Permitted 

                 15              2                               4 per table and 2 per seat 

Do Not Exceed                            Do Not Exceed                                     Do Not Exceed 

 

Bandsaw Room                                   Container                                      Tool store 

Maximum People Permitted     Maximum People Permitted      Maximum People Permitted 

             2                                                       2                                               2 

Do Not Exceed                             Do Not Exceed                            Do Not Exceed 
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Welcome Back 

The last 4 months have been very boring for me and my reporters and no doubt it has been much the same you 

and your families as you struggled to avoid Covid -19 and the brainless idiots who refuse to follow the health 

guidelines. The only excitement we had was avoiding the painters as they worked their way throughout the 

building. WOW! What a great job they did, likewise those who put the place back together when the painters had 

finished. 

Someone dropped a copy of a Sydney Morning Herald which just happened to be open at the Opinion Page. 

Being a nosy individual, I decided to have a read and was impressed by Amanda Vanstone‟s column. So much so 

I thought it appropriate to share with you some of points she made in her article Lessons from a living tutorial. 

“Being able to live in Australia, by birth, acquired citizenship or permanent residence is one of the greatest 

opportunities and luxuries any could have. Irrespective of your wealth, we have so much safety, opportunity and 

freedom. 

Some people who are blissfully unburdened by any responsibility feel the need to share their criticisms of those 

who are burdened. Nitpickers, in the media, in private, wherever, are useless negative, nasty people. Ignore them. 

Or better still, cut them out of your life. 

Some people will always do the bare minimum. “They‟ll follow the law. But after that you‟re on your own. They 

never bother to put the supermarket trolley back because there‟s no law that says they have to, no penalty if they 

don‟t. They don‟t see the need for all of us to recognise a contract with each other; a simple commitment to be a 

good citizen, to do unto others, if you‟re feeling a touch nostalgic for those retro religious thoughts. 

We‟ve all learnt other equally valuable lessons, not about government but about ourselves. With the hustle and 

bustle slowed down, we‟ve had a chance to experience a slower life. Reflection can be very therapeutic. 

Somehow, people have recognised that travel, parties and pubs are fun, but they‟re entertaining rather than 

fulfilling. Now we have a clearer focus on those things that are important to us. Friends, Family,Our pets and, Our 

Neighbours. „The things money can‟t buy. 

Hopefully our living tutorial has also taught us that while prime ministers, premiers, bureaucrats and experts are 

important, in the end it is up to us. We, The people. What we do and think and say to each other is important. We 

can, more than people anywhere else in the world, be shapers or our lives.” 

Many Thanks.  Amanda. 

Quote for the Month:  Be careful when you follow the masses … sometimes the”M” is silent! 

Author: Unknown 

Must Fly. Woodchip 
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     The Polishing Brick - by Phillip Spencer of Knox Woodies Victoria. 

 
When I am polishing a large flat surface like a tabletop I use a common house brick to achieve 
a high shine. 
 
 If I decide that I would like a wax finish to my table top I use a house brick wrapped in carpet 
to help me, Whether I apply the wax to unsealed wood or wax over a few coats of shellac, the 
brick makes life easier.  
 
It takes a bit of effort to polish a coat of wax to a high shine and with each coat applied, to get 
that depth and shine that makes a waxed finish look so good is hard work. This is where the 
brick wrapped in carpet comes in handy.  
 
The weight of the brick will provide enough friction to melt the wax and let it work into the grain, 
And, with the flat surface of the brick, you will get a flat shiny deep finish after a few coats of 
wax and a bit of elbow grease. 
 
To make a polishing brick is simple, find a suitable common garden variety solid house brick, 
cut some carpet to the width of the brick and glue it on. Allow for the carpet to wrap around the 
brick, then wrap your polishing rag around your polishing brick. 
 
After applying a coat of wax and letting it dry, take your polishing brick with your polishing rag 
wrapped securely around it and rub along the grain. You will still have to use a lot of elbow 
grease but the polishing brick will make the job a bit easier and will give good streak free 
results. 
 

HUMOR Or as Groucho Marx once said : 
 'If you don‟t like my principles I have others'!!Sir Winston Churchill was once asked about his position 

on whisky 

 

. Here's how he answered:"If you mean whisky, the devil's brew, the poison scourge, the bloody monster 

that defiles innocence, dethrones reason, destroys the home, creates misery and poverty, yea, literally 

takes the bread from the mouths of little children; 

 

If you mean that evil drink that topples men and women from the pinnacles of righteous and gracious 

living into the bottomless pit of degradation, shame, despair, helplessness and hopelessness, then, my 

friend, I am opposed to it with every fibre of my being? 

 

"However, if by whisky you mean the oil of conversation, the philosophic wine, the elixir of life, the ale 

that is consumed when good fellows get together, that puts a song in their hearts and the warm glow of 

contentment in their eyes;  

 

If you mean good cheer, the stimulating sip that puts a little spring in the step of an elderly gentleman on 

a frosty morning; if you mean that drink that enables man to magnify his joy, and to forget life's great 

tragedies and heartbreaks and sorrow; 

 

If you mean that drink the sale of which pours into our treasuries untold millions of pounds each year, 

that provides tender care for our little crippled children, our blind, our deaf, our dumb, our pitifully aged 

and infirm, to build the finest highways, hospitals, universities, and community colleges in this nation? 

Then my friend, I am absolutely, unequivocally in favour of it..!!!?"This is my position, and as always, I 

refuse to compromise on matters of Principle.!!!"**  
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Member Birthdays April- August   

Member # Short Name Surname Member 
since 

3624 Jeanette Hitchcock Jul-14 

2660 Les Pritchard Jul-09 

2845 Lindsay McEwan Feb-11 

3724 Lois Janik Jul-16 

3600 Lynne Young Nov-13 

2162 Peter Bland Jan-04 

3825 Roger Perera Feb-19 

2301 Ron Devine Mar-05 

3863 Vinod Ramachandran Oct-19 

3677 Danny Klajman Jun-15 

3841 David Lim May-19 

2875 David Searle Apr-11 

3682 Eva Steli-Gajdos Jul-15 

3793 Greg Sheath Nov-17 

3596 Lawrence Benjamin Oct-13 

2629 Lawrence Mifsud Nov-08 

3696 Marc Parsell Jan-16 

3641 Nev Parsons Nov-14 

2535 Peter Bohan Feb-08 

3616 Rod Brown Mar-14 

3861 Rudy Liedermann Oct-19 

2568 Alan  Eipper Feb-08 

3811 Bill Branighan Apr-18 

2817 David Sobel Oct-10 

3640 Les Coombes Nov-14 

2641 Michael Hughes Apr-09 

3683 Mirko Steli-Gajdos Jul-15 

2707 Ron Fathers Nov-09 

2002 Terry Boddy Nov-01 

3775 Vicki Eipper Jul-17 

3867 Vivian Tabone Feb-20 

3843 Cindy Kersaitis May-19 

2218 Dave Matthews Jul-04 

2978 David Mitchell Jun-12 

3585 Denis Keane Jul-13 

2482 Don Nixon May-07 

3838 Haydn Young Apr-19 

3670 Ian Frith May-15 

3837 John Frizza Apr-19 

2569 John Kostrzewa May-08 

3657 Michael Jones Feb-15 

3844 Chee Looi May-19 

3862 George Manou Oct-19 

2925 Jimmy Singh Sep-11 

2706 Ray Smith Dec-09 

3711 Robert Ryan Apr-16 

3868 Sam Granata Feb-20 

3735 Tony Taylor Aug-16 

August 
2020 
Birthdays 
 

July  
2020 
Birthdays 
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      Humour 
A guy who purchased his lovely wife a pocket Tazer for their anniversary submitted this: 
 
Last weekend I saw something at Larry's Pistol & Pawn Shop that sparked my interest. The occasion was our 
15th anniversary and I was looking for a little something extra for my wife Julie. What I came across was 
a100,000-volt, pocket/purse- sized tazer. 
 
The effects of the tazer were supposed to be short lived, with no long-term adverse affect on your assailant, 
allowing her adequate time to retreat to safety....??WAY TOO COOL! Long story short, I bought the device and 
brought it home. I loaded two AAA batteries in the darn thing and pushed the button .Nothing! I was disappointed. 
I learned, however, that if I pushed the button and pressed it against a metal surface at the same time, I'd get the 
blue arc of electricity darting back and forth between the prongs. AWESOME!! 
 
!Unfortunately, I have yet to explain to Julie what that burn spot is on the face of her microwave .Okay, so I was 
home alone with this new toy, thinking to myself that it couldn't be all that bad with only two AAA batteries, right?  
There I sat in my recliner, my cat Gracie looking on intently (trusting little soul) while I was reading the directions 
and thinking that I really needed to try this thing out on a flesh & blood moving target 
 
.I must admit I thought about zapping Gracie (for a fraction of a second) and then thought better of it. She is such 
a sweet cat. But, if I was going to give this thing to my wife to protect herself against a mugger, I did want some 
assurance that it would work as advertised. Am I wrong? So, there I sat in a pair of shorts and a tank top with my 
reading glasses perched delicately on the bridge of my nose, directions in one hand, and tazer in another. 
 
The directions said that a one-second burst would shock and disorient your assailant; a two-second burst was 
supposed to cause muscle spasms and a major loss of bodily control; and a three-second burst would purportedly 
make your assailant flop on the ground like a fish out of water. Any burst longer than three seconds would be 
wasting the batteries. 
 
 All the while I'm looking at this little device measuring about 5" long, less than 3/4 inch in circumference (loaded 
with two itsy, bitsy AAA batteries);pretty cute really, and thinking to myself, 'No possible way!'What happened next 
is almost beyond description, but I'll do my best ...I'm sitting there alone, Gracie looking on with her head cocked 
to one side so as to say, 'Don't do it stupid,' reasoning that a one second burst from such a tiny lil ole thing 
couldn't hurt all that bad. I decided to give myself a one second burst just for heck of it. I touched the prongs to 
my naked thigh, pushed the button, and .. 
 
.“WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION... WHAT THE ....!!!I'm pretty sure Hulk Hogan ran in through the side 
door, picked me up in the recliner, then body slammed us both on the carpet, over and over and over again. I 
vaguely recall waking up on my side in the foetal position, with tears in my eyes, body soaking wet, both nipples 
on fire, testicles nowhere to be found, with my left arm tucked under my body in the oddest position, and tingling 
in my legs! 
 
The cat was making meowing sounds I had never heard before, clinging to a picture frame hanging above the 
fireplace, obviously in an attempt to avoid getting slammed by my body flopping all over the living room .Note: If 
you ever feel compelled to 'mug' yourself with a tazer, one note of caution: there is NO such thing as a one 
second burst when you zap yourself! You will not let go of that thing until it is dislodged from your hand by a 
violent thrashing about on the floor! A three second burst would be considered conservative!  
 
A minute or so later (I can't be sure, as time was a relative thing at that point), I collected my wits (what little I had 
left), sat up and surveyed the landscape. My bent reading glasses were on the mantel of the fireplace. The 
recliner was upside down and about 8 feet or so from where it originally was. My triceps, right thigh and both 
nipples were still twitching. My face felt like it had been shot up with Novocain, and my bottom lip weighed 88 lbs. 
I had no control over the drooling. 
 
 Apparently I had crapped in my shorts, but was too numb to know for sure, and my sense of smell was gone. I 
saw a faint smoke cloud above my head, which I believe came from my hair. I'm still looking for my testicles and 
I'm offering a significant reward for their safe return! 

 
 Courtesy of KDWC “INGRAINED” MARCH 2018 
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Meet a member 
 
With so many members and different days members 
attend it’s often difficult to meet everyone in the club. 
This is the tenth in a series of interviews that Westurn is 
doing with members.  
 
 
 

Ken Vodden member since August 2009 
 

 
Wes:  What things do you make? 
Ken: I like segmented turning and laminated work.  It’s great to take coloured 

woods, join them and turn them.It’s the things I like to do, to get a design 
,then measure things and work out how to make them. 
 

Wes:  When did you learn to turn and why? 
Ken:   After I retired I saw some nice turned things on the internet.   I thoughtI could 

make them. I went out and bought a lathe andtook it from there. 
 
Wes: What do you like about the club? 
Ken:  I like the social aspect of the club,everybody has ideas to give and drawon. 

I like members getting ideas from other members. 
 
Wes: Where were you born? 
Ken: I grew up in England and we moved to Australia when I was 25. I have a 

love of sport and played a lot of rugby, Cricket and squash. I was trained as 
a cabinet maker and when we moved to Australia,I started my own 
businesswhich was Prestige Built in Furniture.  
After that I started a company called Kenroy Furniture making kitchens and 
wall units and built in cabinet furniture.  

 
Wes:  What are some of your highlights with the Club? 
Ken: At the July 2013 AGM I was elected President which was great. It was hard 

work but a very enjoyable busy year a great opportunity to work with all the 
members. 

 
Wes: Are you still working? 
Ken:  No in October 2015 Chris and I move to WellingtonNSW to open a craft and 

Woodturning gallery called Caves Wood Gallery and Gifts. The gallery 
includes Woodwork, Fabrics, Cards and gifts. The things we have for sale 
are one off item’s more passion than production. 
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 Wes: What equipment do you have in your workshop? 

Ken:  I have a good range of equipment including three lathes, table saw, jointer thicknesser, 

bandsaw, radial arm saw and sharpening equipment. 

 

 

 

Wes:  Do you often get back to the Sydney? 

 

Ken: Yes before the Covid difficulties we would often get back to Sydney. I like to keep 

engaged with the Club and all its activities including the shows and events. I also like to 

keep everyone at the club updated with my ventures here in Wellington in the Westurn 

newsletter. 

Western Sydney Woodturners is a great Club with some great members. 
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Cut off dates for articles 

Please note the cut off date for articles to be included in the Newsletter is the last day of the month.  

All members are welcome to submit articles for inclusion. PLEASE SEND THEM TO THE Editor at 

searleds77@bigpond.com. 

Articles For Newsletter 

Could I please ask those members who attend our demonstrations, maxi-days etc, if you could take 

some photographs and a brief description of the event so these can be published in the newsletter I 

am sure all members would be interested in reading about the events of the day.  Thankyou Editor. 

Important Notice to Members 

In order that we may keep our records up to date would you please let Raymond Saich or a member of 

the Club executive know of any change of address, Telephone number, Email address etc. 

Change in Club Operating Hours 

Please note that following the June 2019 meeting a motion was passed that the Club will not be open 

on Public Holidays. 

Buy and sell  

Should you have any items that you want to buy or sell please submit these to the editor by the cut- 

off date and include full details and a photo if possible? 

mailto:searleds77@bigpond.com

