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   FACE MASKS 
 

Face masks are not compulsory as per latest Government Requirements.  

However, if you cannot social distance by 1.5 meters, or you have a cough, cold etc;  

then these should be worn.  

If you feel unwell a mask should be worn or you shouldn't attend the Club.  

Issue: 242 JUNE  2021 

Hello Again Everybody 

 We had our first Demonstration in a 
long, long time at the Koi Festival which 
was at the Equestrian Centre, Horsley 
Park.  Everyone that went said they had a 
good and profitable time and our Charity 
had a good day as well. 

 Next will be the Stitches and Craft Show which will be held in the Dome at the 
Sydney Showground, Homebush. This time it will be held over five days plus the     
setup day which will make it a very long stint but we all have an enjoyable time plus 
our Charity always does very well. 

 The inflow of new members is still occurring and is swelling the Club ranks              
considerably. 

 Our Bunnings Barbecue turned out very well as the position has been changed 
back to the store entrance so a greater number of people bought sausage                     
sandwiches and drinks as the walk was greatly reduced. 

 The next Demonstration on the list is at Linnwood House, Guildford on Sunday 
11th July, 2021, where we haven’t been for ages, and it should be another good day.  

JUST KEEP TURNING 

Bob Young 
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A REMINDER ABOUT WORKSHOP SAFETY 

We must all keep in mind the importance of WORKSHOP SAFETY.  

Please THINK and ACT responsibly at all times.  It is up to all of us to  

fulfill our commitment by wearing at all times; 

 

 Dust masks 

 Protective glasses 

 Suitable clothing 

 Footwear 

 Ear protection 
 

It does not hurt to discuss safety with other members if they are not doing  

the right thing. 

CUT OFF DATE FOR ARTICLES 

 

Please note the cut off date for articles to be included in the Newsletter is the last day of the month.  

All members are welcome to submit articles for inclusion. 

Please send them to the editor;   

                            Email address:   editorwesturn@outlook.com 

 

ARTICLES FOR NEWSLETTER 

Could I please ask those members who attend our demonstrations, maxi-days etc; if you could take some    

photographs and a brief description of the event so these can be published in the newsletter I am sure all 

members would be interested in reading about the events of the day.  Thank you…..Editor. 
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Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust Jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Lazy Susan Bearings 

Cheese Knives 

Salt Mills 

Pepper Mills 

Many more items also  

available  

 Club Committee 
 

President: Bob Young (0408760131) 
 

Vice Presidents: Shane Catford and 
Steven Attard 
 

Secretary: David Searle 
 

Treasurer: Les Coombes 
 

Grants Officer & Membership  

Secretary: Raymond Saich 
 

Catering Officer: Ian Frith 
 

Librarian: Rod Brown 
 

Editor: Les Coombes 
editorwesturn@outlook.com 
 

Assistant Editor: Vacant 
 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwan 
lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au 
 

Training Co-ordinator: Greg Sheath 
 

Trainers: Graham Dawes (JP), Rod 

Brown, Ron Devine, Greg Sheath, Rob 

Stewart, Bob Taylor & Bob Young. 
 

Breed Co-Ordinator: Les Coombes 
 

Shop Managers: 
Les Coombes and Bob Young 
 
 

Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 
Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews,  
Graham Dawes (JP), Bob Young,  
Steve Attard and Ron Devine. 
 

Welfare Officer: Barbara Clarke 
 

 

If you have any suggestions or  

information concerning the club 

please contact any of the  

above committee members. 

FOR SALE 
 

Members don’t forget we have a lot of 
Cherry, Sapele, Walnut, European Oak 
and Alder bench tops for sale at the 
club! 
 

FREE CORIAN 
 

White -12mm and 20mm thick         
Black - 12mm thick  

Club Hours 
 

Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 4pm….$5 

Friday Nights:   5pm – 9pm….$3 

Saturday Turning  

3rd Saturday of Month 

8.30am – 3pm….$5 

Contact: Les Coombes –  

0404 001 562 

Ladies Day – 2nd Saturday...$5 

Contact: Anna Dawes –  

           9638 6995 

tandawes@optusnet.com.au 

 

Maxi Day – 3rd Sunday 

11:00am—2:00pm….$6 

(Lunch included)   

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Maxi Days are cancelled at 

the present time due to 

Covid  

C l u b  
M e e t i n g s  

 
Second Tuesday of 

the month 7pm 

Recently, an email mail-out was 

organized for the distribution of 

the new constitution.  It was found 

that many of the addresses      

provided by members were no 

longer viable so those members 

weren’t able to be contacted by 

email. Therefore all members are 

asked to contact Raymond Saich 

with an email address. This will  

be checked against the records     

and those who have different           

addresses will receive their copy. 

EMAIL: raysaich@bigpond.net.au 

A very big thank you to 
Michelle Rowland MP, 

the Member for  
Greenway,  

for her continued  
support which            

includes  the printing    
of this newsletter. 

mailto:lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au
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Of course, please be careful when using your DIY wooden tea light       
holders. Never leave a burning candle unattended! And keep an eye on 
it to make sure the flame isn’t getting too close to the wood. 

I love the visual effect of making these wooden tea light holders in     
different heights. They’d look great as a table centerpiece too, don’t 
you think? And they’re really quick to make – so you can easily make 
some  before the dark evenings are over! – Mike. 

Anne Morrow Lindbergh, b. 1906 

Only in growth, reform and change, 

Paradoxically enough, 

Is true security to be found. 

2. Lay a curtain ring flat onto your work surface. Apply a small amount of 
Gorilla Wood Glue directly to one side of the curtain ring. The glue is really 
strong, so you won’t need loads! Just aim for a thin layer all the way around 
the ring, trying to apply it to the top of the curve (this will maximise contact 
with the next curtain ring).  

3. Carefully position another curtain ring on top of the glued one, ensuring 
they line up perfectly. Make sure to position the little drill holes (from the 
hooks you removed in step one) together. These holes can then be            
positioned at the back of the finished tealight holder, out of view. 

5. Repeat this process by adding more curtain ring holders. Keep going 
until you are happy with the height of your DIY wooden tea light holder. 
I used a variety of natural wooden rings, and some painted white ones.   
I love that contrast! 

6. Once the DIY wooden tealight holders are completely set, insert a  
tealight into them. The fit should be quite snug, so you’ll need to apply a 
bit of pressure to get them securely in place. 

1. Start off by removing the metal hooks from your wooden curtain rings. 
Usually, these can simply be screwed out. You won’t be needing the hooks 
for this project. I’ve stored mine in a little bag in my tool box – who knows 
when they may come in handy!  

4. Use a clamp, a bulldog clip or an elastic band to firmly hold the two  

curtain rings together. Wipe away any excess glue that might ooze out 

of the joint sides, then leave this to dry for 20-30 minutes. 
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Tell Me About Yourself? 

 My name is Shane Catford and I’m 48 years of age. I’ve been married to my wife Linda for 27 years and 
have two children. My daughter, Caitlin, is 21 and teachers dancing as well as being a Cheerleader for Manly 
Rugby League Football Club. My Son Cody is 14 and still at school but is also a junior club member.  

 I am a Senior Correctional Officer and have been working with the Department Of Corrective Services for 
the past 21 Years. I work at the Compulsory Drug Treatment Correctional Centre at Parklea. My work mainly      
deals with  helping to rehabilitate drug addicted inmates. 

Why are you interested in this hobby? 

 I have three main Hobbies, they are wood working, Paintball and fishing (which is my number one love). I 
also love making items of interest and turning wood into different items. Watching things take shape on the 
lathe, or finishing off a nice bowl or a pen is a fascinating pastime. The biggest attraction for me, with this club, 
is spending time with my Father and now my Son. Neither of them like fishing that much so doing this with 
them helps me create good family memories that hopefully, my Dad and Son will look on fondly, like I do now. 

What would you say are your greatest strengths? 

 I guess I would have to say my ability to have a thick skin, not to take things personally. In my job its 
pretty much a must. I am about family, loyalty and a strong work ethic (which I believe I got from my Father). 

Who do you look up to, and respect the most ? 

 That would have to be my Father. He has taught me a lot and still continues to help me. Watching him 
work hard growing up gave me my strong work ethic, my love for my family and respect for my Elders. There 
are a couple of members from the club I look up to a bit as well but I won’t mention any names as I don’t want 
to give them a big head. 

Lastly, do you know any interesting or fun facts? 

 The Inmates refer to Prison Officers as Screws, they think it’s a derogatory term, but originally it started 
back in the convict days as the hand cuffs used to be screwed closed, hence the term "screws". 

A storage tray is a useful addition to any stationary 
tool. After adding this one to my table saw, I don’t 
know how I ever did without it. I made the tray 
about 3″ deep— just deep enough to store the     
essentials lower than the surface of my saw, but 
shallow enough to keep items from getting buried. 
As a bonus, I found all the parts I needed to build it 
in my scrap bin. 

I bolted the tray to the saw using the factory-drilled 
holes for adding extension tables. The tray’s top 
edge is about 1/8″ below the level of the saw, so it 
doesn’t interfere with the fence. 

— Dana Atwood 

The more I get to know people, the more I realise why      
Noah only let animals on the Ark 



 6 

Members Welfare Report 

The welfare of members and their families is important to our club. Please let me know if 

you or someone you know is unwell, or worse still, no longer with us.  

Let me know at my email address:  bmclarke1720@gmail.com. 

     Cards and well wishes have this month been sent to: 

Gail Stewart (Rob Stewarts’ Wife) 

Paul DeBelle 

Steve and Sarah Attard 

Margaret Smith (Ray Smiths’ Wife) 

 If anyone has been missed, be assured that the good wishes and  

sympathies of our club are with you and your family. 

Stay Safe ... Barbara Clarke….Welfare Officer 

 
 Woodworking begins with sharpening. There 
really isn’t any way around the subject if you want 
to take the craft seriously. Too often, many of us 
limp around using dull chisels and plane blades   
because sharpening feels like a tall task. But if you 
take just a moment, and learn the principals of 
sharpening, you’ll be delighted to find out that it’s 
neither difficult or mysterious. Anyone can learn to 
properly sharpen their equipment.  

 “A properly sharpened edge eliminates one          
important variable when you’re learning a new 
woodworking procedure. To flatten a board with 
hand planes is a task that incorporates a number of 

skills, tricks and metrics. If you haven’t done it, it’s not as easy as it seems, but there’s plenty of help, including 
many excellent instructional media. Before you can begin to flatten a board, you must be confident that your 
plane is set up to function properly. It is not an exaggeration to say that all woodcutting operations start at the  
sharpening station and you cannot be sure of a plane’s performance unless its blade is flat and sharp.” 

THE PERFECT EDGE 
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Hello fellow Wood Club Members, 

As some of you may be aware, I do a lot of night shifts in my line of work and I get to spend a little time      
searching the net, so I thought I would search some interesting things or articles that I feel may appeal to some 
of you. I like using Social Media and through it I came across The Blind Woodsman, John Furniss is his name. John 
is blind from a self inflicted gun shot at the age of 16. He survived his suicide attempt and turned to wood turn-
ing. He has a YouTube channel, or you can check out his website, which is https://www.furnissstudios.com/
theblindwoodsman. Some of the items he makes are incredible, so if you are having a day in front of the        
computer I recommend that you check him out.  

Shane Catford…. 

One of the biggest problems with rolls of tape is that they roll around and often end up in out-of-the-way    

places. Here’s a solution that keeps tape rolls close at hand, using often-wasted space under shelves or     

workbenches. Just attach three short lengths of pipe to a T-fitting, then screw the assembly to the shelf with a 

flange. You can use either PVC or iron fittings; 1⁄2 in. dia. is sufficient.  

Under-Shelf Storage for Rolls of Tape 
 

Three pieces of pipe and a T-fitting are all you need to  
corral your tape collection. 

https://www.furnissstudios.com/theblindwoodsman
https://www.furnissstudios.com/theblindwoodsman
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Box Keeps Sandpaper Organized and at Your Fingertips 
 

The secret is in the pivoting dividers, which allow easy access. 

How often do you hunt through a drawer or box of sandpaper looking for a specific grit? This small tray will keep 
up to nine grits of folded sandpaper organized and accessible. I sized the tray and dividers for quarter-sheets of 
sandpaper (torn width-wise and folded in three) but you can size the box for sanding disks or other paper sizes. 

The important part is the pivoting dividers, which are spaced 7/8 in. apart but open up to 3-1/2 in. for easy       
access. The sloped ends of the box are the other key. The only critical dimension for good pivoting action is that 
the tabs are roughly 7/16 in. farther apart than the centers of the pivot holes are from the top of the box. Also, 
note that the tabs at the bottom of the dividers have to be inserted in their pivot holes when you are gluing up 
the box. 
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Annual General Meeting 2021-2022 
 

Dear Member 

 

It is that time again where the Committee for 2021-2022 is to be elected. All positions will be 
declared vacant at the AGM. If you would like to stand for any of the vacant positions please 
complete the attached nomination form and return the document to the Secretary by 13th July 
2021.  Regardless of whether or not you nominate your vote at the AGM is your opportunity to 
help determine who will manage your club for the next year. 

 

Where: Western Sydney Woodturners Club House, Cnr Northcott Road and Diane Crescent, 
Lalor Park 

 

When: 1pm On Sunday 18th July 2021 

 

Important 
 

Please note the following as it has a bearing on your Vote 

 

1. Your Completed nomination form must be returned to the Secretary no later than 13th July 
2021 and these can be done so in the following manner: 

(a) Posted to the Club at P.O.Box 4008 Lalor Park NSW 2147 

(b) Left at the Club in an envelope marked to the attention of the Secretary 

Using the attached nomination form duly completed. 

 

2. The Nominee and those doing the nominations must be Financial Adult Members of the 
Club (i.e) not Associate Members or juniors  

3. Incorrectly completed nominations cannot be accepted 

 

Your input and Vote is very important to the Club so please come along and make your           
selection for the Committee for the next twelve months. 

 

 I look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Regards 
 

David Searle  

Secretary 
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NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE 

At our Annual General Meeting the following Com-

mittee positions will be available to be filled: 

 President * Vice-President 1 * Vice President 2 * 

Treasurer * Secretary/Public Officer 

Also available are the following: 

Editor * Librarian * Catering Officer * Maintenance 

Officers * Membership Secretary  

Nominations from Candidates for election are to be 

made in writing by 2 financial members of Western 

Sydney Woodturners Inc. Candidates must be finan-

cial Western Sydney Woodturners Inc. 

We the undersigned members wish to nominate: 

(print name of candidate) 

For the position of: 

-------------------------------------------------------------

(position candidate nominated for) 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Signature          Member No        Date    /    / 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Signature          Member No        Date    /    / 

I, being a financial member am willing to accept 

the nomination. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Signature          Member No        Date    /    / 

 

This form must be posted to Box 4008, Lalor 
Park NSW 2147, or delivered to The Secretary no 

later than Tuesday 13 July 2021. 
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Sydney Woodturners Inc. Candidates must be finan-

cial Western Sydney Woodturners Inc. 

We the undersigned members wish to nominate: 

(print name of candidate) 

For the position of: 

-------------------------------------------------------------

(position candidate nominated for) 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Signature          Member No        Date    /    / 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Signature          Member No        Date    /    / 

I, being a financial member am willing to accept 

the nomination. 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------

Signature          Member No        Date    /    / 

 

This form must be posted to Box 4008, Lalor 
Park NSW 2147, or delivered to The Secretary no 

later than Tuesday 13 July 2021. 
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SUPER GLUED 
After making a small repair with super glue, I put the tube in my pocket and 
forgot about it. Later, when I saw the tube’s cap sitting on my workbench, I 
instinctively reached into my pocket— and discovered that my pants were 
securely glued to my thigh. I headed to the bathroom, and grabbed a razor 
blade to free myself. Hearing the commotion, my wife came to help. But 
when she saw my predicament, she just burst out laughing. Fortunately, with 
delicate slicing, I was able to complete the task. It would have been much 
worse if something else had gotten glued. –Jim McMichael 

Introducing the new PPP replacement product. Just the name is being 

changed, the contents are the same as before.  Alan, who supplied us with 

several products to assist with finishing our projects, called this PPP.  It is a 

mixture of Bees Wax, Paraffin Wax, DE and Gum  Turpentine. Its purpose is to 

seal and prepare the object for the final polish  medium. Once you have  

sanded and sealed and de-nibbed the fine fibers, PPP is then applied to     

prepare the surface for the final finish. I have re-named it, Big Als’ Ozzie Grit, 

because in some ways it is similar to Yorkshire Grit and other similar        

products. This is available as a 250gr  jar in the Club’s shop and  considering 

the job it does is great value. 

Second of the replacement products is called Big Als’ Sanding Sealer. A    

mixture of Shellac and thinners to seal your project after you have sanded it 

to your likening.  

Available in a 250ml plastic bottle  with a resealable cap., Big Als’ Sanding 

Sealer is not intended to add a stain to your project but rather its job is to 

seal the pores of the wood. An essential product in most woodturners kits as 

it’s essential to seal the wood before applying any finish. 

Our third product is Big Als’ Friction Polish.  Currently available in a 200ml 

bottle this will be replaced by a 250ml size  in due time. Composed of a mix 

of Shellac, Denatured Alcohol, Shines Shellac Hardener and several waxes it 

is a well tested product that imparts an exceptional gloss finish  that is long 

lasting and hard wearing.  

Apply a small amount of polish to the piece using a cloth or paper towel, 

while it is on the lathe, but with the lathe turned off. Put some more polish 

on the same piece of cloth or paper towel and turn on the lathe at a fairly 

high speed. Use the cloth or paper towel to even out the polish on the work. 

Then apply pressure to the piece using the cloth or paper towel. Apply     

several layers as this deepens the effect of the finish. 
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What has happened to our Country? 
 

What an interesting question? How does one begin to answer such a broad-brush question? If you put such a 
question at the centre of a circle it can be approached from each of the three hundred and sixty degrees of that 
circle. This got me thinking which raised the next question. What is “it” that has happened to our country?    
This then raises the next question. Why has “it” happened to our country. 

Rightly or wrongly. I came to the conclusion that all the 360 potentially different approaches could be             
condensed into one “it.” That “it” being that society has been consumed by (a) a loss of respect, (b) lack of          
empathy and (c) greed.  
 

As you read this remember that your club is a microcosm of society and 

          much of what is written hereunder applies to your club and its members. 
 

Loss of respect: 

Every day there are examples of loss of respect, be they respect in terms of: 
 

Self-respect: lack of pride in appearance, behaviour, personal health and welfare; self-harm through drug use, 
general attitude and behaviour, etc. 
 

Respect for property: vandalism, graffiti, and theft; lack of care and maintenance and abusive use of the     
property of other persons or organisations, etc. 
 

Respect for others: Bullying, abuse, bad language, physical assault, sexual assault, verbal assault; noncompli-
ance with road rules and failure to comply with health regulations, etc; non-recognition of another’s opinion - 
inability to debate – denigrate the person rather than have a civil discussion on the issue in question; deliberate 
public humiliation of an individual; failure to accept accountability and admit your error. 
 

Respect for history: A failure to recognise that the fact that something actually happened is history. History is 
not how you want to record what happened, in a way that suits your views   or your cause. No matter how 
many ways or how many times you attempt to record or not record something does not change history it only 
distorts the record. 
 

Respect for truth and honesty: fraud, scams; the maligning and manipulating of both people and fact; false   
promotion or your own skills and ability; denigration or someone who has a lesser ability than yourself. 
 

Lack of empathy: 

Every day there are demonstrations of lack of empathy. This includes: Failure to help someone in trouble,      
failure to enquire about someone’s welfare, failure to make a contribution, failure to volunteer, failure to do-
nate either in cash or kind. 
 

Greed: 

Greed is all consuming. Greed manifests itself in many ways. Greed is taking more than your allocated and/or 
fair share; taking something that is not yours, taking something simply to prevent someone else having it.  
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Greed is hogging the limelight so that due credit is not given to those who are most deserving. Greed is        
accepting the benefit of the efforts of others without making a contribution. 
 

Think about all the things that used to be free and now attract a fee or are no longer available. As the         
population and density of living increases more of these things should be available and should still be free.  As 
an example, consider the decline in local recreational areas where children could gather and happily engage in 
healthy, stimulating activities. Where are the tennis courts, walls for handball, tracks for billycart races,      
hopscotch areas, etc? 
 

Question: Is the decline in these activities because of the advances in technology or have children readily 
adopted technology because these facilities are no longer available? 
 

Answer: Probably a bit of both. 
 

However, without doubt lack of respect and greed on the part of property developers, councils and              
governments who have facilitated a decrease in the recreational area per head of population rather than 
maintaining the ratio as the population increases is a significant factor. 
 

The legal profession and the insurance companies have also made a negative contribution because both al-
ways look to find fault in the other party so that the claim is either denied or someone has to pay. Remember 
in every court case involving these organisations somewhere along the line an insurance company and a     
lawyer always win. 
 

Quote of the Month : 

He who profits by a crime commits it.  Author: Seneca 

 

Must Fly  

Woodchip  
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Library Update 

Please note DVD's have been moved from 

the cupboard outside the store into the       

library.  

VHS videos have been scrapped due to their 

poor condition. Thanks to Anna and Graham 

for their help. 

Please ensure any magazines which belong 

to the club are returned. 

Thanks….Rod Brown 

 Hi All…..Back in stock in our shop is Friction 

Polish, PPP, and Sanding Sealer. Also they are         

re-branded…firstly, the friction polish is now called Big 

Als’ Friction Polish, next is Big Als’ Ozzie Grit which 

was previously called PPP and lastly, the sanding 

sealer is called, you guessed it, Big Als’ Sanding  

Sealer. All are quality products which we have come to 

know and trust over the years. A cutting board polish is 

also in the works for those of you that like to finish your 

cutting boards with this product.  

 Members often ask whether the Club is open on 

Saturdays and yes, it is. The second Saturday is     

traditionally Ladies Day and Anna Dawes is the con-

venor on the day. The third Saturday is open to all to 

attend and yours truly is the convenor. Hours of      

operation are 8.30am to 4.00pm on both days and the 

fee is $5. 

 The Koi Society held its first show for awhile  

several weeks ago. Some of our members attended 

and they did well, selling various items. Our Charity 

account  increased because of their sales and  hope-

fully there will be a more in-depth report in the next 

issue. 

 Not long now until our next AGM. It will be held 

at the Club, Covid permitting. See elsewhere in this 

newsletter for the notice and nomination forms.. 

 Quite a few new members to get to know and 

this should benefit the Club in may ways. 

Until next issue….Les Coombes...Editor 

AN IMPORTANT NOTE TO ALL 

The plastic bins that are provided for sawdust 

are not to be used for general rubbish. 

Quite often items are found in these bins that 

should have been placed in the garbage bins 

that are also provided. Please do the right 

thing and don’t be a lazy slob who chooses to 

make work for others. The sawdust is taken 

away to be used on gardens and if it has   

general rubbish mixed in with it we will lose 

this method of disposal and all members will 

be required to take the sawdust they        

generate with them when they leave the 

premises to dispose of as they wish.  

Member Birthdays June   

Member # Short Name Surname Member 
since 

2568 Alan Eipper Feb-08 

3811 Bill Branighan Apr-18 

2817 David Sobel Oct-10 

3640 Les Coombes Nov-14 

2641 Michael Hughes Apr-09 

3683 Mirko Steli-Gajdos Jul-15 

2707 Ron Fathers Nov-09 

2002 Terry Boddy Nov-01 

3775 Vicki Eipper Jul-17 

3867 Vivian Tabone Feb-20 

Is it ignorance or apathy that's             
destroying the world today?                     

I don't know and                                       
I don't really care.  
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Eddie C 

Note: As in all professions there are many and varied opinions and ways of doing things. This is true of woodturning. These articles are a result of my reading various publications. 

   THE BACK PAGE 
Item 4                 Right and Wrong    June 21 

    Face Plate Mounting – Part 1 


