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    PRESIDENT’S REPORT                 

 

 

Presidents Report August 2020 

Hello everyone, 

 We have some sad news to start our newsletter this month. One of our members, Des Gay has 

passed away recently. Des was a member for many years and has had a bad time medical wise 

over the latter years. Our condolences go to his family from all of our Club Members. 

There is still no idea when and how we can have a meeting and an A.G.M. so if anyone has some 

brilliant ideas please let us know. Please keep in mind the Government Regulations and not 

knowing how many members would be involved. Spacing would be an issue and you would have 

to yell across the room as you can’t sit close to each other as we have done previously.  

Steve Attard with the help from Dave Matthews has been cutting the timber out the back and 

hopefully in the near future the rear yard will be cleaned up. Thanks to you both for your 

assistance. 

I have been asked about the building in the park opposite and the timber in it which is mainly 

African Olive, heaps of benchtop and some Camphor Laurel plus some heavy laminated timber 

from Strongbuild. The laminated timber cannot be reached because the benchtop has been piled 

on top of it. This will be organized when possible. 

The number of people applying for New Membership and also joining has increased together 

with many enquiries about classes. It seems people are looking for something to do and learn 

with the Virus around. 

The students from the High School are also affected and cant come to the Club until next year , 

allowing for some lifting of Covid Regulations. 

Now that the Club is bright, Painted and everyone is keeping it that way , please don’t bring 

anything to the Club in case someone might want it if you are not prepared to take it back after 2 

weeks if it is still there. 

   Just Keep Turning 

   Bob Young. 
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 Club Committee 
 

President: Bob Young (0408760131) 

Vice Presidents:  Ian Frith and 
Steven Attard 
 
Secretary: Alan Eipper 

Treasurer: Les Coombes 

Grants Officer & Membership  

Secretary: Raymond Saich 

Catering Officer: Ian Frith 

Librarian: Rod Brown 
 
Editor: David Searle 
searleds77@bigpond.com 
 
Assistant Editor: Fiona Deane 

Webmaster: Lindsay McEwan 

lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au 
 
Training Co-ordinator:Greg Sheath 

Breed Co-ordinator Les Coombes 

Trainers: Graham Dawes, Rod 

Brown Alan Phelps,Ron Devine. Greg 

Sheath and Rob Stewart. 

Shop Managers: 
Les Coombes and Bob Young 
 
Stores, Equipment & Maintenance: 

Manny Farrugia, Dave Matthews,  
Graham Dawes (JP), Bob Young, 
Steve Attard and Ron Devine. 
 
Welfare Officer: Robert Stewart 
robandgailhotmail.com 
 

If you have any suggestions or 

information concerning the club 

please contact any of the above 

committee members. 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Trading Hours 
 

Mon-Thurs:  8:30am – 4pm     $5 

Friday Nights:  5pm – 9pm        $3 
 
 
Saturday Turning  
3

rd
 Saturday of Month 

 

9am – 3pm                         $5 

Contact: Les Coombes – 0404 001 
562 
 
 
Ladies Day – 2

nd
 Saturday $5 

 
Contact: Anna Dawes – 9638 6995 
tandawes@optusnet.com.au 
 
 
Maxi Day – 3

rd
 Sunday 

From 11:00am    $6 
(Lunch included)   
 

 
 
Maxi Days are cancelled at present 
time due to Covid Restrictions.. 

 
 

 

 
C l u b  

M e e t i n g s  
 

Second Tuesday of the 
month 7pm 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Michelle 
Rowland MP, the 

Member for 
Greenway, for her 
continued support 
which includes the 

printing of this 
newsletter 

 

 

 

Shop Trading 
Hours 

 
Mon-Thurs: 9am – 10:30am 

    12:45 – 1:30pm 

Friday nights: 7pm – 7:30pm 

See Les Coombes or Bob 

Young for more details 

Shop items 

Triple “P”  

Friction Polish  

Sanding Sealer  

Sandpaper  

Club Shirts  

Dust jackets  

Club Badges  

Pen Kits  

Pen Blanks – Acrylics  

Many more items 

available  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
FOR SALE 

 
Members don’t forget we have a lot 

of Cherry, Sapele, Walnut, 
European Oak and Alder bench 

tops for sale at the club! 
 

FREE CORIAN 
 

White -12mm and 20mm thick         
Black - 12mm thick  

Gray- 12mm thick 

 
Pens wanted for the Australian 

Troops overseas 
 

We are supporting our troops 
overseas if you have any spare 
pens you would like to donate 

please give them to the Convener 
on the day. 

 

mailto:searleds77@bigpond.com
mailto:lcmcewan@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tandawes@optusnet.com.au
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Club Library 
                                       
                                           Library Report 
 

We have an extensive Library available to members on all aspects of woodturning and woodwork. These items 
are available for borrowing for maximum of a month at no charge. 

Please see the Convenor of the day/night. 

 

Happy   Birthday 
Name                      Member since 

Allan Logan  Jan -00 

Anna Dawes                Jan-95 

Geoffrey Robinson             Sep-10 

George Dennis-Smither      Jun-15 

Ken Vodden                        Aug-09 

Leonie Singh                       Nov-13 

Malcolm Harrild                  Jan-15 

Renee Sugars       May-17                   
 

We hope you have a great day with many 
more to come. 

 

             New Members 
 

Welcome to all our new members 

this month. We hope your stay is 

both long and rewarding 

 
Steve Green         25

th
 August 2020 

Kurt Carpenter          24
th
 August 2020 

Andrew Saldanha     12
Th

 August 2020 
Kapril Singh               12

th
 August 2020 

Patriizia Biondi           20
th
 August 2020 

Gordon Lewis            3
rd

 August   2020 

Ross Vecchio            3
rd

 August   2020 

Upcoming Events 
 
 All events have been cancelled until further notice as a result 

of the Covid 19 Pandemic. 
 
 
 

Please Note  

 

The annual event at St Joseph’s College to be held in November  
has been cancelled for 2020. 

 

 
 
 
MEMBERS – WE REALLY NEED MORE CHARITY 
BOWLS! So PLEASE make as many as you can! 
 

 

Welfare 
 

It’s always nice to get a card from 
the members of the club when you 

are sick at home or in hospital. 

If you are aware of any members or 
their family who are sick or in 
hospital please tell the welfare 

officer Rob Stewart or any member 
of the Committee. 

 

 
MENTORING REPORT 

 
Our Student Mentoring program starts again in Term 3 if 
you would like to be a mentor, please see Les Coombes. 

 
All mentors need to have a working with Children approval. 

If you have done yours please check it is still valid or to 
apply visit  

 

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-
working-children-check 

 

                                     Club Charity 
Mount Druitt Hospital Children’s Ward 
We very much appreciate all the work members have done to 
make  
and sell charity bowls. 

 
 These are a very popular item at our demonstration days and  

We need lots more charity bowls please for this very 
worthy Cause. 
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       Members Welfare 

The welfare of members and their families is important to our club. Please let me know if you or 

someone you know, is unwell, or worse still no longer with us. Let me know at email address 

robandgail@hotmail.com or SMS to 0409 450 776. 

It has been a while since the last Welfare Report. This has been the result of first, holidays, then 

COVID19 shutdown. And our situation is still only halfway normal. So this is a bit if a catch-up for the 

past 6 months. During this period your club has sent cards to the following members:-  

 Ron Fathers,.  

 Alan Eipper 

 Bob Taylor 

 Paul de Bell 

 George Hulme 

 Andy Tappoures 

 Barbara Clark 

 Geoffrey Robinson 

 George Dennis-Smithe 

We wish them and all our members well.  If anyone is missed be assured that the Good wishes and 

sympathies of our Club are with you and your family’ 

Stay Safe  Rob Stewart Welfare Officer. 
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Covid -19  Requirements 

To keep our members safe we have to comply with NSW Health directives and state legislation. In 

order to do this the committee have used documentation provided by both NSW Health and the Men’s 

Shed to prepare a Re-Opening Master Plan. This document details club management and individual 

responsibilities. A complete copy of the Master Plan is on the club website and will be available at the 

club. Please understand the various restrictions were not “dreamed up” by the committee. They are 

what we are required to do to protect the health of members and to ensure the club will pass any 

inspection by the Police. We do not want to risk members or the club being fined and/or the club 

being forced to close. 

It is important that you read, understand and accept your responsibilities before you decide to 

attend the club. The maximum number of people allowed in the club at any one time is 15. 

GENERAL 

 If you are uncomfortable or feel unsafe coming to the Club, then please stay away. You are 

under no obligation to attend. Remember we are a vulnerable group & you are no less a 

member for not attending. 

 If you have flue like symptoms , then please stay at home & consider getting  COVID test 

 If you test positive to a COVID test, then please inform a Committee Member as soon as 

possible. 

 Please do everything you can to comply with the guidelines& ,if you see another member not 

complying remind them politely. 

 If a member asks you to do something to comply with these provisions, please try to 

  Co-operate. 

 There will be no provision of food. Please bring any food you require for your personal 

consumption. 

 Please consider using the Covid Safe App. 

ON ARRIVAL 

 The only point of entry is via the front (Northcott Road) door. A table has been placed outside 

the front door with Instructions. Please read and follow them. 

 Hand Sanitizer has been placed on the table .Please use before entering. 

 Please fill in the daily attendance sheet before you enter. This document is mandatory and 

is important record that may be required for contact tracing. 

 On entering please ensure that the number of people in the main area does not exceed 

the permitted limit of 15 Persons. If this number  is exceeded, then you or someone else 

must leave immediately. 

IN THE CLUB 

 Limits have been placed on the maximum number of people allowed in each area. Please 

comply, because it is an offence to exceed these numbers. 

 Please try and & maintain a1.5 metre distance from other people&, where possible, try to 

limit being close to another person for no longer than 15 minutes. 

 If you are closer than 1.5 metres for than 15 minutes, then please consider wearing a mask, 

gloves or other personal protective equipment. 

 When you are in the Club the wearing of a mask is mandatory. No Mask No entry to the Club.                       
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        Signage has been placed around the Club establishing limits on the number of people allowed in 

the various rooms and areas. Please observe these limits & do not enter an area if it would exceed the 

maximum permitted area 

 Please do not hang around the kitchen close to others. 

 The furniture has been configured & chairs moved to encourage distance compliance. Please do 

not move chairs or tables around that would compromise social distancing. 

 “Co-Mingling” is not acceptable. Each member should remain at their work position (unless 

using the amenities). Please do not stand alongside another member whilst he/she is working. 

HYGIENE 

 Everyone is expected to practice good hygiene& protect against infection& prevent the virus 

from spreading. Unless we observe these measures the Club will not be able to operate. 

 Please sanitize your hands before entering the kitchen. 

 Please do try & keep areas such as the kitchen& bathroom clean, tidy & hygienic. 

 Tea, Coffee and Sugar will be provided in sachets. Please select what you need carefully. 

 Please use your own cup .If you use plates and Cutlery please wash in hot soapy water. 

 Please try and avoid coughing over other people, & if you must cough do so into your arm or 

paper towel. 

 Disposable sanitizing wipes have been provided. Please use them to wipe down all tools or 

equipment before & after you use them. 

 Please try& keep the toilet and bathroom sink as clean as possible and sanitize appropriately. 

ON LEAVING 

 Please fill in the departure time on the daily attendance sheet as you leave. Consider hand 

sanitizing on departure. Exit is via the Diane Crescent Door. 

FINALLY 

 Yes, this all a bit of a .pain in the backside, unless we observe these measures, the Club will not 

be able to operate. 

Everyone must practice good hygiene to protect against infection and prevent the virus from  

spreading. Let’s work together and try not to make this too hard. Remember the Club can be 

inspected at any time it is operating. 

IMPORTANT Any breaches of NSW Health Legislation may result in a personal fine for you and 

the Club. A number of Clubs that were found to be in breach of the requirements have been 

forcibly closed.. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

7 
 

 

MAXIMUM NUMBERS OF MEMBERS PERMITTED IN CLUB AREAS 
The club areas have been measured & the maximum number of people determined using this method 

Area / Room Floor area in square 

metres 

Max capacity Signage placement 

Kitchen  16.5 3persons At entrance to main door 

Main Area 46.5 10persons At entrance to area 

Office 7 1person On office door 

Bandsaw Room 10.4 2persons On wall in room 

Tool Store 7.7 2persons On door 

Garage - Woodstore 10 2 persons Inside of left-hand door 

Garage – Storeroom 8 1 person Inside of door 

Shop 3 1 person On door 

Under awning 60 10 persons On woodstore door 

 
Container 24 3persons On inside of door  

  persons  

Signage will be posted at the entrance to each area reminding members not to exceed the maximum capacities 

Application of 1.5 metre social distancing rule 

The NSW government, on its website, states: 
This means do not shake hands, or exchange physical greetings, & wherever possible, stay at least 1.5 metres away from 

others. It's also really important to practice good hygiene, especially after being in public places. Together we can help stop 

the spread & stay healthy. Visit health.gov.au to learn more. 

To ensure compliance directives have been issued to members to: 

1. Maintain a distance of 1.5 metres from others where possible. 

2. Minimise closer durations to a maximum of 15 minutes. 

3. When unable to comply with the above, use PPE such as masks etc. 

Signage 

Signage will be created & posted as identified in the above table. Templates for the signs to be produced are: 

 

Kitchen            Main Area                  Office 

Maximum People Permitted     Maximum People Permitted                   Maximum People Permitted 

                3     10                                        1                                        

Do Not Exceed                                       Do Not Exceed  Do Not Exceed  

 

Inside Club Premises            Garage Wood Store                 Under Awning Seating 

Maximum People Permitted    Maximum People Permitted                Maximum People Permitted 

                 15              2                               4 per table and 2 per seat 

Do Not Exceed                            Do Not Exceed                                     Do Not Exceed 

 

Bandsaw Room                                   Container                                      Tool store 

Maximum People Permitted     Maximum People Permitted      Maximum People Permitted 

             2                                                       2                                               2 

Do Not Exceed                             Do Not Exceed                            Do Not Exceed 
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Lessons from Nature 

Lesson No 1. - Sunflowers 

Sunflowers turn according to the position of the sun. In other words, they “chase the light.” You may already know this, but 

there is another fact that you probably do not know. That is what do they do on cloudy and rainy days when the sun is 

completely covered by clouds?  

An interesting question and something most of us have never considered. Perhaps you think the sunflower withers or turns 

its head towards the ground because like humans it does not want to face the outside world when we are depressed, 

fearful etc. 

The sunflower is much stronger than that and obviously stronger than us humans. They turn their heads towards each 

other and share their energy. 

Lesson No. 2 - Geese 

Have you ever noticed and wondered why migrating geese fly in a “V” formation? The answer is that it is a matter of team 

work to save energy and increase the distance they can fly. As each bird flaps its wings it creates and uplift for the bird 

immediately following. Amazingly it has been determined at by flying in a “V” formation the whole flock adds at least 71 

percent greater flying range than if each bird flew on its own. 

Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of trying to go it alone, and quickly gets 

back into formation to take advantage of the lifting power of the bird immediately in front. 

When the lead goose gets tired, it rotates back in the wing and another goose flies point. 

The geese honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep u their speed. 

When a goose gets sick, or is wounded, two geese fall out of formation and follow down to help and protect it. They stay 

with it until it is either able to fly or until it is dead, then they launch out on their own or with another formation.  

Conclusion. 

We humans consider ourselves to be “top of the food chain” which may well be so but if we could only bury our pride and 

learn from nature our lives and the world would be a much better place. The message to be learnt from both the sunflowers 

and the geese it that teamwork achieves more that isolated actions. Whoever decided that the word team should be spelt T E 

A M  as opposed to TEEM was obviously aware of the value of teamwork regardless of whether it is team-work, team-sport, 

team-support, or simply team-pleasure. 

Together Everyone Achieves More 

Quote for the Month:  The greatest crimes do not arise from a want of feeling for others but from an over-

indulgence to our own desires 

Author:Edmund Burke Must Fly Woodchip 
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STAIN MAKING ideas by Phil Spencer of knox woodies victoria. 
 

Some Old Fashioned Wood Stains (to be read when NOT enjoying dinner) 
 
Nails and Vinegar  
For a dark gray or ebony stain, soak iron nails in a jar of vinegar for several days. Once the 
vinegar has darkened, pour off some of the liquid, and brush it onto a test piece of wood. 
The results will not initially be dramatic, but as it dries, the wood will turn silvery gray or 
with additional stain, almost black. 
 
 A Safe Way to Use Tobacco 

You can make a brown stain by soaking chewing tobacco in equal amounts of ammonia 
and water. As described above, strain off some of the liquid, brush the stain onto the wood 
and allow it to dry. 
 
 Walnut Husks 

A popular old-fashioned stain may be made by soaking walnut husks in a jar of water for 
several days. Once the water turns dark, strain off the liquid and brush it onto the wood for 
a dark-walnut stain. 
 
 Horse dung* 
Take some horse dung, which you put in a bucket of which the bottom is pierced with 
many holes, and you place it above another bucket, into which falls the water from the 
dung, as it gradually rots.  
 
When it does not rot fast enough, you water it from time to time with some horse urine, 
which helps a lot and at the same time gives a red water, which not only stains the surface 
of the wood, but penetrates the interior 3 to 4 lines deep. In staining the wood with this dye, 
one must take care that all the pieces be of the same species, and about equal in density if 
one wishes that they be of equal colour throughout.  
 
This observation is general for all water-based stains, which have no palpable thickness 
nor even appearance [they leave no residue or any evident change in appearance], which 
requires the cabinetmaker to make a choice of wood of equal colour and a density*Taken 
from Wikipedia and Lost art Press 
 
An interesting side note here most furniture making workshops use to keep a bucket of 
horse urine handy to mixing with their Hyde glue, if there was a need to slow down the rate 
of drying of the glue a small amount of horse urine would be taken from the bucket and 
mixed with the glue. It was the urea in the urine that slowed down the drying process, now 
days it is easier to go to Bunnings and purchase some urea pallets from the gardening 
section to mix with the Hyde glue Pearls .I have to wonder whose job it was in the old days 
to hold the bucket whilst the horse took a piss, it was most likely one of the jobs assigned 
to the apprentice! 
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                       SANDING 

This is an important part of woodwork and woodturning activities and the following may be 

of interest. 

Before Sanding 

Don’t reach for for your abrasive until you have got the best finish you can from the tool. 

This includes making sure that your curves are continuous. You can’t hide torn grain with 

colour either. Stains will look darker on these areas and paint won’t apply smoothly. 

If you have torn grain this will need to  be eliminated and this can be done with a shear 

scraping technique  with a swept back bowl gouge or a scraper  when woodturning. Make 

sure to sharpen the tool before this final cut. 

The adding of sanding sealr to stiffen thefibres where the garin is torn can affect the 

application of colour or stain later. 

Abrasives 

There is a wide range to choose from and its best to stick with good quality abrasives. These 

can be paper backed, cloth backed, and also mesh style. If Power sanders re to be used either 

buy pre-cut discs or cut them from larger pieces of sandpaper.. 

Does and Dont’s 

Do: 

 keep sand paper clean,  

 remove sand dust between each grit 

 Use PPE ,RPE and extraction when sanding 

Don’t: 

 Wrap Sandpaper around your fingers 

 Use sand paper past its best 

 Use cheap sandpaper as it clogs too easily 

 Don’t ’wet sand work meant for colouring as slurry created could interfere with your 

colours. 

 Don’t seal the wood before adding stain. 

Top tip: 

If the area you are sanding is large enough, consider using a random orbital sander- an 

advantage of doing so is that you can often hook this up to a vacuum Cleaner fitted with a 

fine dust filter and better control the capture of dust. 

Have your work area well lit to help you check the quality of your sanding. 

 KDWC OCT 2016 Page 7HUMOR HUMOR My Doctor’s latest prescription for a Do   
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     HUMOUR 

 
Do you have feelings of inadequacy? Do you suffer from shyness? Do you sometimes wish you 

were more assertive? If you answered yes to any of these questions, ask your doctor or pharmacist 

about Cabernet Sauvignon. 

 

Cabernet Sauvignon is the safe, natural way to feel better and more confident about yourself and 

your actions. It can help ease you out of your shyness and let you tell the world that you're ready 

and willing to do just about anything. 

 
You will notice the benefits of Cabernet Sauvignon almost immediately and, with a regimen of 

regular doses, you can overcome any obstacles that prevent you from living the life you want to 

live. 

 

Shyness and awkwardness will be a thing of the past and you will discover many talents you never 

knew you had. Stop hiding and start living. Cabernet Sauvignon may not be right for everyone. 

Women who are pregnant or nursing should not use it. However, Women who wouldn't mind 

nursing or becoming pregnant are encouraged to try it 
 

.Side effects may include: Dizziness, nausea, vomiting, incarceration, loss of motor control, loss of 

clothing, loss of money, loss of virginity ,delusions of grandeur, table dancing, headache 

,dehydration, dry mouth, and a desire to sing Karaoke and play all-night rounds of Strip Poker, 

Truth Or Dare, and Naked Twister. 

 

Warnings: The consumption of Cabernet Sauvignon may make you think you are whispering when 
you are not. The consumption of Cabernet Sauvignon may cause you to tell your friends over and 

over again that you love them. The consumption of Cabernet Sauvignon may cause you to think you 

can sing. 

 

The consumption of Cabernet Sauvignon may create the illusion that you are tougher, smarter, 

faster and better looking than most people. 

 

Please feel free to share this important information with as many people as you feel may benefit! 
Now just imagine what you could achieve with a good Shiraz or Merlot. 

 

.LIFE IS A CABERNET OLD CHUM  
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           The Back Page 

Cut off dates for articles 

Please note the cut off date for articles to be included in the Newsletter is the last day of the month.  

All members are welcome to submit articles for inclusion. PLEASE SEND THEM TO THE Editor at 

searleds77@bigpond.com. 

 

Articles For Newsletter 

Could I please ask those members who attend our demonstrations, maxi-days etc, if you could take 

some photographs and a brief description of the event so these can be published in the newsletter I 

am sure all members would be interested in reading about the events of the day.  Thankyou Editor. 

 

Important Notice to Members 

In order that we may keep our records up to date would you please let Raymond Saich or a member of 

the Club executive know of any change of address, Telephone number, Email address etc. 

 

Change in Club Operating Hours 

Please note that following the June 2019 meeting a motion was passed that the Club will not be open 

on Public Holidays. 

 

Buy and sell  

Should you have any items that you want to buy or sell please submit these to the editor by the cut- 

off date and include full details and a photo if possible? 

mailto:searleds77@bigpond.com

